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GLOSSARY

ABANDONED JUNK VEHICLES – any vehicle that meets three of the following four criteria is considered to be an abandoned junk vehicle as defined by RCW 46.55.0105(a-d):

· is three years old or older;

· is extensively damaged, such damage including but not limited to any of the following:

a. a broken window or windshield;

b. missing wheels, tires, motor or transmission.

· is apparently inoperable;

· has an approximate fair market value equal only to the approximate value of the scrap in it.

AEROBIC – composting environment characterized by bacteria active in the presence of oxygen (aerobes); generates more heat and is a faster process than anaerobic composting.
AGRICULTURAL COMPOSTING – composting of agricultural waste as an integral component of a system designed to improve soil health and recycle agricultural wastes.

AGRONOMIC RATES – the application rate (dry weight basis) that will provide the amount of nitrogen or other critical nutrient required for optimum growth of vegetation, and will not result in the violation of applicable standards or requirements for the protection of ground or surface water as established under Chapter 90.48 RCW, Water pollution control and related rules including Chapter 173-200 WAC, Water quality standards for ground waters of the State of Washington, and Chapter 173-201A WAC, Water quality standards for surface waters of the State of Washington use (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

ASBESTOS CONTAINING WASTE – any waste containing commercial asbestos, including bags or containers that previously held asbestos.

BENEFICIAL USE – the use of solid waste as an ingredient in a manufacturing process, or as an effective substitute for natural or commercial products, in a manner that does not pose a threat to human health or the environment.  Avoidance of processing or disposal costs alone does not constitute beneficial use (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
BIOMEDICAL WASTE - all medical waste as defined by RCW 70.95K.
BIOSOLIDS – a municipal sewage sludge that is primarily organic, semisolid product resulting from the wastewater treatment process, that can be beneficially recycled.  Biosolids includes materials derived from biosolids, and septic tanks sludge, also known as septage, that can be beneficially recycled and that meet all federal and state requirements (Chapter 173.308.080 WAC).

CITY – every incorporated city or town (Chapter 70.95.030(1) RCW).

COMMERCIAL WASTE – waste materials originating in wholesale, retail, institutional, or service establishments such as office buildings, stores, markets, theaters, hotels and warehouses.

COMPOST – the stabilized product of composting which is beneficial to plant growth; it has undergone an initial, rapid stage of decomposition and is in the process of humification.

COMPOSTING – the biological degradation and transformation of organic solid waste under controlled conditions designed to promote aerobic decomposition.  Natural decay of organic solid waste under uncontrolled conditions is not composting (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
CONDITIONALLY EXEMPT SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR – a dangerous waste generator whose dangerous wastes are subjected to regulation under Chapter 70.105 RCW, Hazardous waste management, solely because the waste is generated or accumulated in quantities below the threshold for regulation and meets the conditions as prescribed in WAC 173-303-070(8)(b).
CONDITIONALLY EXEMPT SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR WASTE – dangerous waste generated by a conditionally exempt small quantity generator.
CONSTRUCTION WASTE – materials resulting from the construction, remodeling, and repair of buildings and other structures  (See also demolition waste).

CONTAMINATED SOILS – soils that contain contaminants at concentration which could degrade the quality of air, waters of the state, soils, or sediments; or pose a threat to the health of humans or other living organisms.

CURBSIDE COLLECTION – programs where recyclable materials are collected at the curb, often from special containers, to be brought to various processing facilities.

DANGEROUS WASTE – any solid waste designated as dangerous waste by the Washington State Department of Ecology under Chapter 173-303 WAC, Dangerous waste regulations.
DEMOLITION WASTE – solid waste, largely inert waste, resulting from the demolition or razing of buildings, roads, and other man-made structures.  Demolition waste consists of, but is not limited to, concrete, brick, bituminous concrete, wood and masonry, composition roofing and roofing paper, steel and minor amounts of other metals like copper.  Plaster (i.e., sheetrock or plaster board) or any other material, other than wood, that is likely to produce gases or a leachate during the decomposition process and asbestos wastes are not considered to be demolition waste for the purposes of WAC 173.304 (Chapter 173.304.100(19) WAC).  (Please note that this definition does not include treated wood, asbestos, construction waste or land-clearing waste.)

DEWATERED SEWAGE SLUDGE – sewage sludge with a total solid content of 20% or greater or which can be transported and handled as a solid material.

DISPOSAL –the discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, leaking, or placing of any solid waste into or on any land or water (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

DIVERSION RATE – a measure of the amount of waste material being diverted for recycling compared with the total amount that was previously thrown away.

DROP-OFF CENTER – a facility used for the placement of a detachable container including the area adjacent for necessary entrance and exit roads, unloading and turn-around areas.  Drop-Off facilities normally serve the general public with loose loads and receive waste from off-site.
ELECTRONIC WASTE – includes computer monitors, desktop computers, laptop or portable computers, or televisions sold or given to any household, charity, school district, small business, or small government location in the State of Washington.  Televisions and computer monitors including both cathode ray tubes and flat screens having a viewable area greater than four inches when measured diagonally are included.

ENERGY RECOVERY – a process operating under federal and state environmental laws and regulations for converting solid waste into useable energy and for reducing the volume of solid waste (Chapter 70.95.030(8) RCW).

EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS WASTE – any dangerous waste which (a) will persist in a hazardous form for several years or more at a disposal site and which in its persistent form (i) presents a significant environmental hazard and may be concentrated by living organisms through a food chain or may affect the genetic makeup of man or wildlife, and (ii) is highly toxic to man or wildlife (b) if disposed of at a disposal site in such quantities as would present an extreme hazard to man or the environment (Chapter 70.105.010(6) RCW).

FACILITY – all contiguous land (including buffer zones) and structures, other appurtenances, and improvements on the land used for solid waste handling (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

FERROUS AND NON-FERROUS METALS – any ferrous and non-ferrous metal that is no longer wanted or usable for their intended use in their present state.

FLOW CONTROL – a legal or economic means by which waste is directed to particular destinations.  For example, an ordinance requiring that certain wastes be sent to a combustion facility is waste flow control.

FLY ASH – small, solid particles of ash and soot generated when coal, oil, or waste materials are burned.  Fly ash is suspended in the flue gas after combustion and is removed by the pollution control equipment.

FOOD WASTE – residual food from residences, institutions or commercial facilities, unusable portions of fruit, animal or vegetable material resulting from food production or organic sludge produced from the processing of fruit or vegetable materials.

GARBAGE – animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, storage, sale, preparation, cooking and serving of foods (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

GREEN WASTE – portion of the municipal waste stream consisting of grass clippings, tree trimmings and other vegetative matter.

HAZARDOUS HOUSEHOLD SUBSTANCES – those substances identified by the department as hazardous household substances in the guidelines developed under Chapter 70.105.220 RCW (Chapter 70.105.010(13) RCW).
HAZARDOUS WASTE – includes all dangerous and extremely hazardous waste, including substances composed of both radioactive and hazardous components (Chapter 70.105.010(15) RCW).

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTES – any waste which exhibits any of the properties of dangerous wastes that is exempt from regulation under Chapter 70.105 RCW, Hazardous Waste Management, solely because the waste is generated by households (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
ILLEGAL DUMPING – the disposal of solid waste in an un-permitted area.  Illegally dumped wastes are primarily non-hazardous materials that are dumped to avoid disposal fees or the time and effort required for proper disposal.

INCINERATION – a process of reducing the volume of solid waste operating under federal and state environmental laws and regulations by use of an enclosed device using controlled flame combustion (Chapter 70.95.030(10) RCW).

INCINERATOR – facility in which the combustion of solid waste takes place.

INCINERATOR ASH – the remnants of solid waste after combustion, including non-combustibles (e.g. metals) and soot.

INDUSTRIAL SOLID WASTES – solid waste generated from manufacturing operations, food processing, or other industrial processes (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

INERT WASTES – noncombustible, non-dangerous solid wastes that are likely to retain their physical and chemical structure under expected conditions of disposal, including resistance to biological attack and chemical attack from acidic rainwater (Chapter 173.304.100(40) WAC).

INORGANIC WASTE – waste which does not originate from plants or animals.

INSTITUTIONAL WASTE – waste materials originating in schools, hospitals, prisons, research institutions and other public buildings.

INTEGRATED SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT – a practice of using several waste management techniques to manage and dispose of specific components of the municipal solid waste stream.  Waste management alternatives include source reduction, recycling, composting, energy recovery, incineration and landfilling.

LAND CLEARING DEBRIS – leaves, grass, prunings, or stumps resulting from land clearing operations.

LANDFILL – a disposal facility or part of a facility at which solid waste is permanently placed in or on land including facilities that use solid waste as a component of fill (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
LATEX PAINT – water-based paint containing latex binders that is converted to a solid protective, decorative, or functional adherent film after application as a thin layer.  These coatings are intended for, but not restricted to, on-site application to interior or exterior surfaces of residential, commercial, institutional or industrial buildings or structures.
LEACHATE – water or other liquid that has been contaminated by dissolved or suspended materials due to contact with solid waste or gases therefrom (Chapter 173.304.100(44) WAC).
LIMITED MODERATE RISK WASTE – waste batteries, waste oil, and waste antifreeze generated from households (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
LIMITED MODERATE RISK WASTE FACILITY – a facility that collects, stores, and consolidates only limited moderate risk waste (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

LIMITED PURPOSE LANDFILL – a landfill which is not regulated or permitted by other state or federal environmental regulations, that receives solid wastes limited by type or source.  Limited purpose landfills include, but are not limited to, landfills that receive segregated industrial waste, construction, demolition and landclearing debris, wood waste, ash (other than special incinerator ash), and dredged materials.  Limited purpose landfills do not include inert waste landfills, landfills, municipal solid waste landfills regulated under Chapter 173.351 WAC, Criteria for municipal solid waste landfills, landfills disposing of special incinerator ash regulated under Chapter 173.306 WAC, Special incinerator ash management standards, landfills regulated under Chapter 173.303 WAC, Dangerous waste regulations, or chemical waste landfills used for the disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) regulated under Title 40 CFR Part 761, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) Manufacturing, Processing, Distribution in Commerce, and Use Prohibitions (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

LITTER – all waste material including but not limited to disposable packages or containers thrown or deposited as prohibited and solid waste that is illegally dumped, but not including the wastes of primary process of mining, logging, sawmilling, farming or manufacturing.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT – a city, town, or county (Chapter 70.95.030(13) RCW).

MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITY – any facility that collects, compacts, repackages, sorts, or processes for transport source separated solid waste for the purpose of recycling (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

MEDICAL WASTE – all the infectious and injurious waste originating from a medical, veterinary, or intermediate care facility (Chapter 173.304.100(47) WAC).

MODERATE RISK WASTE – solid waste that is limited to conditionally exempt small quantity generator waste and household hazardous waste as defined in Chapter 173.350.100 WAC.
MODERATE RISK WASTE FACILITY – a solid waste handling unit that is used to collect, treat, recycle, exchange, store, consolidate, and/or transfer moderate risk waste.  This does not include mobile systems and collection events or limited moderate risk waste facilities that meet the applicable terms and conditions of WAC 173.350.360(2) or (3), (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

MULCH – a protective covering of various substances, especially organic, placed (around plants) to prevent/control erosion, compaction, moisture loss, freezing and weeds.

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE – a subset of solid waste which includes unsegregated garbage, refuse and similar solid waste materials discarded from residential, commercial, institutional and industrial sources and community activities, including residue after recyclables have been separated.  Solid waste that has been segregated by source and characteristic may qualify for management as a non-municipal solid waste, at a facility designed and operated to address the waste’s characteristics and potential environmental impacts (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
The term municipal solid waste does not include:

· Dangerous wastes other than wastes excluded from the requirements of Chapter 173.303 WAC, Dangerous Waste Regulation, in WAC 173.303.071 such as household hazardous waste;

· Any solid waste, including contaminated soil and debris, resulting from response action taken under Section 104 or 106 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601), Chapter 70.105D RCW, Hazardous Waste Cleanup – Model Toxic Control Act, Chapter 173.340 WAC, the Model Toxic Control Act cleanup regulation or a remedial action taken under those rules; nor

· Mixed or segregated recyclable material that has been source-separated from garbage, refuse and similar solid waste.  The residual from source separated recyclables is municipal solid waste.

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE COMPOSTING – the controlled degradation of municipal solid waste including after some form of preprocessing has occurred to remove non-compostable inorganic materials.

ORGANIC WASTE – waste material containing carbon.  The organic fraction of municipal solid waste includes paper, wood, food wastes, plastics and yard wastes.

PERMIT – an authorization issued by the jurisdictional health department which allows a person to perform solid waste activities at a specific location and which includes specific conditions for such facility operations (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

PLASTIC PESTICIDE CONTAINERS – pesticide containers made on non-refillable high-density polyethylene (HDPE), symbol #2 plastic.

POST CONSUMER RECYCLING – the reuse of materials generated from residential and commercial waste, excluding recycling of material from industrial processes that has not reached the consumer, such as glass broken in the manufacturing process.

PROBLEM WASTES -  (a) soils removed during the cleanup of a remedial action site, or a dangerous waste closure or other cleanup efforts and actions and which contain harmful substances but are not dangerous wastes, or (b) dredge spoils resulting from the dredging of surface waters of the state where contaminants are present in the dredge spoils at concentrations not suitable for open water disposal and the dredge spoils are not dangerous wastes and are not regulated by Section 104 of the Federal Clean Water Act (Chapter 173.304.100(61) WAC).

PROCESSING – an operation to convert a solid waste into a useful product or to prepare it for disposal (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

PROCUREMENT – process used to purchase a particular product, commodity, etc.

PRODUCT TAKE-BACK CENTER – a retail outlet or distributor that accepts household hazardous waste of comparable types as the products offered for sale or distributed at that outlet (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

PUTRESCIBLE WASTE – solid waste which contains material capable of being decomposed by micro-organisms and which is likely to produce offensive odors (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
RECYCLABLE MATERIALS – those solid waste that are separated for recycling or reuse, including, but not limited to, papers, metals, and glass, that are identified as recyclable material pursuant to a local comprehensive solid waste plan (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

RECYCLING – transforming or remanufacturing waste materials into usable or marketable materials for use other than landfill disposal or incineration (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
REFUSE-DERIVED FUEL (RDF) – product of a mixed waste processing system in which certain recyclable and non-combustible materials are removed, and the remaining combustible material is converted for use as a fuel to create energy.

RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING – the separation and collection of residential waste materials from the municipal waste stream for the purpose of recycling or reuse into reusable or marketable materials for use other than landfill disposal or incineration.

RESIDUAL WASTE – materials remaining after processing, incineration, composting, or recycling have been completed.  Residues are usually disposed of in landfills.

RESOURCE RECOVERY – the extraction and utilization of materials and energy from the waste stream.  The term is sometimes used synonymously with energy recovery.

REUSE – use of a product more than once in its same form for the same purpose; e.g., a soft-drink bottle is reused when it is returned to the bottling company for refilling.

SCRAP METAL – any ferrous and non-ferrous metal that is no longer wanted or usable for its intended use in its present state.

SEPTAGE – a semisolid consisting of settled sewage solids combined with varying amounts of water and dissolved materials generated from a septic tank system (Chapter 173.304.100(70) WAC).

SEWAGE SLUDGE – solid, semisolid, or liquid residue generated during the treatment of domestic sewage in a treatment works.  Sewage sludge includes, but is not limited to, domestic septage; scum or solids removed from in primary, secondary, or advanced wastewater treatment processes; and a material derived from sewage sludge.  Sewage sludge does not include ash generated during the firing of sewage sludge in a sewage sludge incinerator or grit and screenings generated during preliminary treatment of domestic sewage in a treatment works (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

SOIL AMENDMENT – any substance that is intended to improve the physical characteristics of the soil, except composted material, commercial fertilizers, agricultural liming agents, unmanipulated animal manures, unmanipulated vegetable manures, food wastes, food processing wastes, and materials exempted by rule of the department, such as biosolids as defined in Chapter 70.95J RCW, Municipal sewage sludge – Biosolids and wastewater, as regulated in Chapter 90.48 RCW, Water pollution control, (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

SOLID WASTE or WASTES – all putrescible and nonputrescible solid and semisolid wastes, including, but not limited to, garbage, rubbish, ashes, industrial wastes, swill, sewage sludge, demolition and construction waste, abandoned vehicles or parts thereof, contaminated soils and contaminated dredged materials, and recyclable materials (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC). 

SOLID WASTE HANDLING – the management, storage, collection, transportation, treatment, use, processing or final disposal of solid waste, including the recovery and recycling of materials from solid wastes, the recovery of energy resources from such wastes or the conversion of the energy in such wastes to more useful forms or combinations thereof (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT – the systematic administration of activities which provide for the collection, source separation, storage, transportation, transfer, processing, treatment, and disposal of solid waste (Chapter 173.304.100(75) WAC).

SOURCE REDUCTION – the design, manufacture, acquisition, and reuse of materials so as to minimize the quantity and/or toxicity of waste produced at the place of origin.

SOURCE SEPARATION – the separation of different kinds of solid waste at the place where the waste originates (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

SPECIAL WASTE – items that require special or separate handling, such as household hazardous wastes, bulky wastes, tires, and used oil (Washington State Solid Waste Management Plan Glossary).

STREET WASTE – liquid and solid wastes collected during maintenance of storm water catch basins, retention ponds and ditches and similar storm water treatment and conveyance structures, and solid wastes collected during street and parking lot sweeping.
TRANSFER STATION – a permanent , fixed, supplemental collection and transportation facility, used by persons and route collection vehicles to deposit collected solid waste from off-site into larger transfer vehicles for transport to a solid waste handling facility (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

TRASH – material considered worthless, unnecessary or offensive that is usually thrown away.  Generally defined as dry waste material, but in common usage it is synonym for garbage, rubbish or refuse (Washington State Solid Waste Management Plan Glossary).

UNIVERSIAL WASTE – universal waste as defined in Chapter 173.303 WAC, Dangerous waste regulations.  Universal waste includes, but may not be limited to, dangerous waste batteries, mercury-containing thermostats, and universal waste lamps generated by fully regulated dangerous waste generators (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
USED ANTIFREEZE – any ethylene glycol-based coolant that has been used and as a result of contamination, can no longer serve the purpose for which it was produced, without further processing.

USED OIL – any oil that has been refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil, that has been used and as a result of such use is contaminated by physical or chemical impurities (Chapter 173.303.040 WAC).
VALIABLE CONTAINER RATE – a charge for solid waste services based on the volume of waste generated measured by the number of containers set out for collection (Washington State Solid Waste Management Plan Glossary).

VECTOR – a living animal, including, but not limited to, insects, rodents, and birds, which is capable of transmitting an infectious disease from one organism to another (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

VEHICLE BATTERIES – automotive batteries that are no longer useful for their intended purpose as storage units of direct current.

WASTE PESTICIDES – pesticides that have been banned for use, recalled by the manufacturer or are unwanted, unusable, old or abandoned.

WASTE-TO-ENERGY – any [lace, equipment, device or plant designed and/or operated to process solid or liquid waste into usable secondary materials, including fuel and energy.

WASTE REDUCTION – reducing the amount or toxicity of waste generated or reusing materials (Chapter 70.95.030(27) RCW).

WASTE STREAM – the total flow of solid waste from homes, businesses, institutions and manufacturing plants that must be recycled, burned, disposed of in landfills, or any segment thereof, such as the “residential waste stream” of the “recyclable waste stream” (Washington State Solid Waste Management Plan Glossary).

WASTE STREAM DIVERSION – a measure of the amount of waste material being diverted for beneficial use, recycling, reuse, or energy recovery compared with the total amount that was previously thrown away.

WASTE TIRES – any tires that are no longer suitable for their intended purpose because of wear, damage, or defect.  Used tires, which were originally intended for use on public highways that are considered unsafe in accordance with RCW 46.37.425, are waste tires.  Waste tires also include quantities of used tires that may be suitable for their original intended purpose when mixed with tires considered unsafe per RCW 46.37.425, (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
WHITEGOODS – used major household appliances such as washers, dryers and refrigerators (Washington State Solid Waste Management Plan Glossary).

WOODWASTE – solid waste consisting of wood pieces or particles generated as a by-product or waste from the manufacturing of wood products, construction, demolition, handling and storage of raw materials, trees and stumps.  This includes, but is not limited to sawdust, chips, shavings, bark, pulp, hogged fuel, and log sort yard waste, but does not include wood pieces or particles containing paint, laminates, bonding agents or chemical preservatives such as creosote, pentachlorophenol, or copper-chrome-arsenate (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).

YARD DEBRIS – plant material commonly created in the course of maintaining yards and gardens and through horticulture, gardening, landscaping or similar activities.  Yard debris includes, but is not limited to grass clipping, leaves, branches, brush, weeds, flowers, roots, windfall fruit, and vegetable garden debris (Chapter 173.350.100 WAC).
