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It is estimated by the American Diabetic Association that more than a billion hypodermic needles are disposed of each year by diabetics who self-administer insulin.  It is estimated that 90% of those needles are disposed of in the everyday garbage, and end up in your local landfill.  Unless disposed of properly, these  needles can injure individuals or waste handlers, increase the risk of infection and pollute the environment.   You can keep the City of Rock Island safe and clean by properly disposing of your residential sharps waste.



Rock Island Community Recycling Center

23 S. Garden Avenue
WINTER HOURS NOVEMBER 1ST – MARCH 31ST
Mon. – Thurs., 8:30am – 3:30pm

Friday, 8:30am – 2:00pm

CLOSED SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
Tips for handling Sharps waste:
1. Purchase an approved ‘Sharps Waste Container’ from your local participating pharmacy at the time you purchase your sharps. Or, you can use a leak-proof, rigid, puncture-resistant plastic container (a liquid detergent bottle works well).

2. At home, place your approved sharps waste container out of reach of children or pets.

3. Properly label your approved sharps waste container – labels must be fluorescent orange or orange-red.

4. Do NOT bend or break the needle or syringe.  Do not put the cap back on the needle after used.  Do not overfill your sharps waste container.  It is recommended that you close and seal your container when it is about 2/3 full.

5. Once full, permanently close your sharps waste container.  If using a home container, carefully reinforce the lid with heavy-duty tape, such as duct tape.  Remember to label your sharps waste container!

6. Your sharps waste container can be disposed of at any participating pharmacy or approved Residential Sharps Drop-Off Site, such as the Rock Island Community Recycling Center.  Once disposed of, your sharps waste containers will not be returned.

The City of Rock Island would ask its citizens not to contaminate their Community Recycling Center with improperly contained sharps waste.   Please do your part to maintain the successful operation of the Community Recycling Center for the City of Rock Island and all of its citizens.

The City of Rock Island welcomes residential sharps waste from residents of all surrounding areas.
For more information, please contact Rock Island City Hall at 884-1261 or 
the Countywide Solid Waste Programs Office at 886-0899.
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